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Italy, being without colonies, cast her eyes covetously     '
toward Morocco, especially after the French had stepped
into Tunis ahead of her.   But in 1900 France bought off
claims by the secret promis^otJOMDpgose Italian
England, possessing one of the Pillars of Hercules at
Gibraltar, was determined that the other Pillar at Ceuta
must never come into the hands of a strong European Power
like France; otherwise the English navy and English com-
merce would lose that vital control of the entrance to the
Mediterranean, which Gibraltar had assured to her for two
centuries. Ceuta belonged to Spain, but Spain was so
weak, especially after the Spanish-American War, that
England was content to have her retain it; she had no fear
that Spain would ever dispute British control of the Straits,
England also coveted Tangier, partly because of her large
trade there. If she could not acquire Tangier for herself,
she was at least determined not to let it fall into the hands
of any other Great Power. England likewise wished to
prevent any European Power from establishing a coaling
station or naval base on the Atlantic coast of Morocco.
Germany was chiefly interested in preserving and
extending her rapidly growing commercial interests in
Morocco. Some Germans, including some Foreign Office
personages, wanted a German colony in West Morocco
which would open new markets for German goods, afford a
much needed source for iron ore, and offer a convenient
coaling station and naval base for the German fleet in the
Atlantic, But the Kaiser was opposed to pressing this, for
fear of antagonizing England and France.
By the opening of the twentieth century, it became in*
creasingly evident that the Sultan, in spite of the Madrid
it is seen, was substantial, and among Morocco ports Mazagan and
Mogador were places at which Germany was developing a considerable
Morocco trade"; Barclay* Thirty Years Anfflo*Frmek Remnkcenca> p, 276.

